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MEDIA ADVISORY from YWCA SONOMA COUNTY   
Extends invitation to participate in the 5th Annual 

“Changing Hurt to Hope: Writers Speak Out Against Domestic Violence” 
 
Santa Rosa, CA – YWCA Sonoma County, local provider of domestic violence services, invites writers throughout 
Sonoma County to participate in their fifth annual “Changing Hurt to Hope: Writers Speak Out Against Domestic Violence” 
campaign. 
 
Three out of every ten women in Sonoma County will experience domestic violence. Domestic violence impacts not only 
the victim but children, family, friends and community. In anticipation of Domestic Violence Awareness Month, coming up 
in October, the YWCA is asking writers to address the issue of domestic violence in poetry, short fiction and personal 
narrative. Authors and poets are free to explore the topic from many perspectives; creative responses are encouraged. 
Past participants have incorporated art, music, slam poetry and haiku, in addition to more traditional responses. 
 
The YWCA will host four nights of author readings, one each in Sebastopol, Santa Rosa, Sonoma and Cloverdale, during 
the month of October 2014. A representative of the YWCA will be in contact with writers about potential dates if their work 
is selected. 
 
The YWCA defines domestic violence as threatening behavior that seeks to control and exercise power over another. This 
behavior can include one or all of the following: emotional abuse, psychological abuse, sexual abuse, verbal abuse, 
physical abuse, financial abuse, and/or threats of abuse or violence to a partner’s children or pets. Domestic violence 
occurs between people who have or have had an intimate relationship: spouses, boyfriends and girlfriends, gay and 
lesbian couples, ex-spouses, or people who have had a child together.  
 
Short fiction and personal narrative pieces should not exceed 1000 words. Up to three poems may be submitted, with the 
total number of pages of poetry not exceeding three. Entries should be in Times New Roman, 12 point font, double-
spaced. Poetry may be single spaced. Please submit electronically in a Word document to Michelle Wing at 
wingpoet@gmail.com. Include the author’s name, city of residence, phone number, and e-mail address. The deadline for 
submissions is Sept. 10, 2014. For more information about Changing Hurt to Hope, including Writers Guidelines, see 
our website at www.ywcasc.org. YWCA Sonoma County operates the only confidential safe house in Sonoma County for 
women and children who are fleeing domestic abuse. A Special Place Preschool Development Center offers children 
living with violence or neglect a safe setting five days a week. Additional services include support groups, therapeutic and 
legal services, family advocacy, community education and professional development training. Through these programs 
the YWCA Sonoma County is able to serve men, women and children in our community who are struggling with the 
difficult issues of domestic violence and assists them in creating lives free from violence.  
 

To schedule an interview, please contact Madeleine Keegan O’Connell (707-303-8400); moconnell@ywcasc.org 

As an affiliate of an international membership organization, the YWCA Sonoma County has devoted the past 35 years to 
empowering women and affirming the worth of all people, regardless of gender, race, religion, sexual orientation or ability.  

The mission of the YWCA: 

The YWCA is dedicated to eliminating racism, empowering women 
and promoting peace, justice, freedom and dignity for all. 

Locally, this mission is manifested in our goal to 
end domestic violence in Sonoma County through  

awareness, education and empowerment. 

For more information on the YWCA Sonoma County, YWCA USA and YWCA World, please visit our website at 
www.ywcasc.org. 

http://www.ywcasc.org/

